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BATTALION CHIEF CONGUISTA: Today is January 
18, 2002. The time is 1115 hours. This is 
Battalion Chief Frank Conguista of the Safety 
Battalion of the New York City Fire Department. 


I'm conducting an interview with the following 


individual. 

Q. Please state your name. 

A. Fireman first grade Kevin Cronick. 

Q. Fireman Cronick is assigned to Engine 3 of 


the New York City Fire Department. We are at the 
quarters of Engine 3. This interview is regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. Okay Kevin, could you 
please tell us what happened that day in your own 
words. 

A. I arrived at West Street with the rest of the 
company, Engine 3, and we disembarked from our 
apparatus. We proceeded to locate over toward the 
command post, where I believe it was Chief Ganci was 
the Deputy Chief in charge. Then we were just 
assembling there for further orders. We just sort of 
hung around there while things developed and the Chief 
was just waiting to assign us a duty, you know, 
somewhere, which he hadn't made any decisions at that 


point. 
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As other companies arrived, it started 
getting a little crowded by the command post, so 
Lieutenant Walsh made us move to the adjoining 
building, the building adjoining the command post. We 
were standing fast in front of that building. I 
remember seeing Captain Brethel had approached us just 
to give us some words of encouragement and told us to 
make sure we all stay together and that we didn't get 
separated at that stage. Then he left us and walked 
back towards West Street and that was the last time I 
had seen Captain Brethel. 

Then shortly thereafter is when I heard this 
loud rumbling noise and we looked up and saw that the 
building, or the south tower of the Trade Center was 
collapsing. Then we just turned around and took refuge 
inside the building we were standing in front of. The 
building collapsed. Then after it collapsed, once we 
felt that it was safe to come back outside again, we 
came back out to the front of the building and we 
recovered our equipment, whatever we could find, went 
looking for our officer and any Chiefs in charge and we 
all made -- we all moved around to Vesey Street. It 
seemed to be the focal point where everyone was 


gathering. 
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Then from that point, we had moved further 
down Vesey Street toward the river, because there was a 
fear of the gas mains possibly exploding, which was the 
way I understood it. That was it. We got down to the 
river. We pretty much just kind of gathered our 
thoughts and tried to get everything, all the companies 


together to find out who was missing and who was still 


with us. 

Q. Where were you when the second tower 
collapsed? 

A. When the second tower collapsed, we were just 


down by the river I think. 

Q. Did the dust cloud get that far? 

A. Not really, no. It never reached that 
point. That was pretty much where we remained until we 
moved back into the area. 

Q. After the second collapse? 

A. That's correct. After the second collapse. 

Q. Anything else you want to say? 

A After we left the river, we went back toward 
Vesey Street and we all stayed on Vesey Street pretty 
much for a good part of the day and then they wanted to 
get an idea of who was missing and who was still 


there. They proceeded to have all the companies join 
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up and have a roll call to see who was missing and who 
was still out (inaudible). That was pretty much all I 
can remember at this point. 
BATTALION CHIEF CONGUISTA: All right. The 
time is 11:30. That concludes this interview. 


Thank you. 


